Relationship between oral symptoms, salivary function, smoking habits and general health in patients with complaints related to dental restorative materials.
Eighty consecutive patients, referred to the Department of Prosthetic Dentistry, Public Dental Service, Stockholm, for examination of complaints related to dental restorative materials or for supposed adverse effects from mercury released from dental amalgams were investigated. Clinical examination as well as battery of laboratory tests were performed. Statistical correlations were found between subjective and objective oral symptoms and lowered pH-values in stimulated saliva (p less than 0.001) as well as between objective oral symptoms only and lowered pH-values in stimulated saliva (p less than 0.001), which indicate salivary tests to be a useful tool when examining this type of patients.